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Foreword

The KWO activities photo album for our 40th anniversary is an important and essential piece of work. As Karen
people, we have a history that has often gone undocumented. Because of this, we sometimes do not know
the details of what our leaders have done. For Karen women especially, it is crucial to document our work and
activities and preserve them through photos, as they serve as valuable evidence of our contributions.

When KWO was reorganized in 1985, good cameras were not widely available, and there were very few photographs
documenting our work. As a result, we only have a limited number of early photos. Later, as cameras became
more accessible, we were able to print many photos and kept them in photo albums. However, over time, some
of these photos were damaged by moisture.

When digital cameras became common in 2015 and beyond, we stopped printing photos and instead stored
them on computers, hard drives, and online platforms. Unfortunately, many of these digital files were lost due
to viruses and technical failures. Searching for online photos can also be time-consuming, costly, and difficult
without reliable internet access.

For these reasons, we have printed this KWO photo album to record our activities and ensure that we can see

the faces of our leaders, rather than just hearing their names without being able to match them to their faces. 7

Moreover, this album documents our projects, the people involved, the beneficiaries, how the projects were
carried out, and where they took place. It will serve as an important historical record for our organization.

Some older photos were impossible to retrieve, and selecting high-quality images from tens of thousands of
photos was a difficult task. Due to limited space in the printed album, we included only selected photos from
various projects and key activities. We sincerely apologize to the districts and camps whose activities may not
be fully represented in this album. We have done our best to include as much as possible, and we hope for your
understanding.

This album covers 40 years of KWO’s journey, and we hope it will be valuable for future generations who will carry
on the responsibilities of KWO. Through these pages, they will see their leaders, grandmothers, mothers, aunts,
sisters, and friends who have contributed to our work. While we aimed to produce the best possible album, this
is the best we could achieve at this moment. We hope that when KWO celebrates its 50th anniversary, the next
generation will create an even better photo album to document our history.

Let these photos serve as our records, evidence, and cherished memories, inspiring us all to continue serving
our people, our community, women and children, and most importantly, to work for the freedom of our nation.

o

Best regards,
Naw K’nyaw Paw
Chairperson of KWO
On the occasion of KWO'’s 40th Anniversary
April 5, 2025
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Acknowledgement Letter For KWO historical photo album

Acknowledgment

We are proud to present this KWO Historical photo album as we look back with pride and reflection
on how far we have come, what we have achieved, and what we have endured along the way. This
book captures the history of the Karen Women’s Organization through powerful photographs
that stand as evidence of our journey our struggles, our growth, and our successes. Each picture
tells a story of collective resilience, strength, and unwavering determination to create positive
change for our people.

This book is not only a record of our past but also a testament to our progress and success. It is
a legacy for future generations, a reminder of the path we have walked and the foundation we
have built together.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Jay Hessey for helping us capture images of
KWO'’s projects in several camps and for supporting us in setting up the format of this book. Our
deep gratitude also goes to Naw Sisi and Dah Mu for dedicating their valuable time to collecting
quotes and photos that bring life and meaning to these pages. In particular, we wish to sincerely
thank Naw Sisi for her kindness and generosity in taking her time to work on the layout and design
of this book. Without her dedication and support, this album would not have been possible. We
truly appreciate her hard work and commitment to making this vision a reality.

Finally, we want to thank everyone who took part in searching for photos and contributed in any
way to making this book possible. Your efforts have helped preserve our history and ensure that

our stories will continue to inspire the generations to come.

Naw Ta Mla Saw

With deepest respect and appreciation,

General Secretary
Karen Women’s Organization (KWO)
March, 2025
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Short KWO Background

The Karen Women’s Organisation (KWO)
was formed in 1949 and re-organised in 1985.
Currently KWO has a membership of more
than 70,000 women living in Kawthoolei,
Burma and in refugee camps along the Thai-
Burma border. KWO is a leading indigenous
women’s organisation working in protection
and our programs directly serve women, girls,
children, and the most vulnerable people in
our community.
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KWO GOALS :

1. Ensure that KWO is an organization which is strong, sustainable,
effective and healthy.

2. Karen women are free from any kind of oppression and enjoy an
adequate standard of living.

3. Karen women have gender equality in all spheres of life at all levels.

4. Karen women are encouraged to participate in political leadership
at different levels and work together to achieve federalism.

5. In our community, our people, especially women and children, can
practice and enjoy full indigenous rights

6. Discouraging cultural and traditional practice that harm and
discriminate again Karen women
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Daily life in camps
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Tribute to the past and current leaders
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e ‘“Peace for women is not just the absence of war. Genuine peace for women is when violence against
women and the oppression of women stop.”

e “Do not stop when you face problems. Every problem has a solution. Find ways to deal with it and solve it.”

e “The happiest moment in life is when you are free from oppression, when you have freedom and equality
to determine your own future as a nation.”

e “The happiness of marriage is neither perfect nor enough when our country is still not free from dictatorship.”

e ‘“Where there is love and understanding, it will overcome poverty and problems.”

e “Gaining skills and the ability to use them for my people’s needs is more important than choosing work
based only on my personal interests.”
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P’doh Naw Zipporah Sein: Former KNU Vice Chair and KWO General Secretary
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“Before making any decision, take time to weigh the advantages
and disadvantages. When you do this, you won’t regret your
choices.”
“Life doesn’t begin with marriage or end when a marriage falls
apart. So, don’t feel sad about being single or unmarried.”
“Whatever you do, do it well so that others can trust and rely on you.”
“Unless you have committed a crime, don’t feel
ashamed or worried just because your life
is different from others.”
“In our struggle, if discrimination against

women continues and women are not fully
supported, achieving success will be difficult.”
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Thramu K’nyaw Paw

Chairperson of KWO
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e “Scientists are not born with skills; they develop them through effort and
discovery. Therefore, do not think little of yourself, feel discouraged, or
give up in life. You have the same body and mind as scientists.”

e “Division, disunity, or separation should never happen because of you.
Instead, let unity and progress be your legacy.”

e “You cannot compare men's physical strength with women's strength,
but you can compare their shoulders because both have minds capable
of great things.”

e “We canresist in different ways. Wherever you are,
do notlet your hands, feet, or mind be idle.”

e “When most people are struggling for freedom,
do not stand aside and remove yourself from the
movement.”

e ‘“If you choose to work with the enemy, it will

be as if you are betraying the martyrs who
sacrificed themselves for the nation.
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Photo memories of former and current KWO staff members
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for parents
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KWO Campaign, events and advocacy Photos
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KWO Executive Committee Members from 1985-2027
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KWO'’s Future

With peace in Burma or not We see KWO in the future
continuing to be a strong feminist organization that advocates
for women, human rights, and justice while providing services.
Our mission remains the same. We currently work to defeat
the military dictatorship that oppresses our community and
we work to build a feminist Karen society, where women have
equal rights, opportunity, and respect. This second part of
our core mission will continue when we have a democratic
country. When we finally see peace, in our beloved homeland,
we will be pushing for more women to take leadership at the
political table and in government services. We want to see
women leaders in areas like health, education, international
relations, and public administration. Women should be in
the forefront of designing the government and democracy.
We want women’s equality in land ownership and gender
mainstreaming across our government. We believe if we
finally have peace, KWO would become more of a civil
society voice and place for developing women leaders
organizing in villages and monitoring the issues that are
important to women. If we continue to have war we will
still focus on women’s empowerment and leadership. We
would focus on the rights of refugees in Thailand and how
to protect Karen culture in Thailand. We will also continue
to work to mainstream our education efforts in the areas of
both early childhood and special education. If there is not
peace that protects our culture, language, and women’s role,
then protecting the Karen people forced to live in Thailand
becomes more urgent. KWO will continue to protect the
community’s right to resolve problems, provide services,
and develop institutions and systems. With or without peace
KWO will remain committed to holding the Burmese Army
accountable and keeping Burma together nationally including
all the various indigenous, ethnic, and other peoples. We see
a bright future if everyone is together.
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